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"Communication Breakdown/' 

By Stephanie Russo 

The feminist backlash is upon us. There has always 
been tension surrounding feminism from within and 
without, but now it's a visible social trend. In the past 
several years, we've seen men's rights advocacy 
groups cropping up and women proclaiming that they 
don't need feminism. On the less extreme end, there 
are many, many people who support womens' rights 
or equal rights but are adamant that they are not 
feminists — if you're reading this, it's actually quite 
likely that you hold one of the above opinions. 

Meanwhile, anyone who does say they're a feminist 
has to decide on a response to the backlash. Do they 
jump on the spectrum of radical bandwagons, or do 
they rebrand by becoming more inclusive? Basically, 
it's all a bit of a mess. 

In fact, it's never really been tidy, but the job of 
questioning feminism this deeply has normally been 
the task of academics that only a few people read. For 
most of us, it's never been more than a surface issue 
with a surface answer. This is starting to change. 

So why does feminism have such a bad rap? What is 
it that people are reacting against? Gender equality? 
Simple change? Is it simply that most people think 
there isn't a problem? As most of my fellow students 
should know by now, if you want to unpack 
something, a good place to start is by asking, 'what is 
it?' 

(Spoiler alert: When you question what feminism 
actually is, it's quite hard to answer in a way that 
includes everyone who says they're a feminist. 
Believe me, I tried, and the proof is below.) 

Continued in The Unsure Feminist... 



"Music Apparel'' 

By Rohan Mehra 

Now, it is known great philosophy is based on 
pattern and one pattern I wish to further analyse is 
the connection between an era specific youth and the 
popular music of that specific era. I mean the 70's, 
90's, OO's and beyond. Speak to your mom or dad, 
and notice the difference in their body posture and 
language, listen to the slight difference in their 
articulation of words in pronunciation. Listen to 
their anger rage as you tell them you are going to see 
an artist called Eminem, the poster boy of your era. 
Music is personal but public. By that statement, 
what I mean is popular music in every era has been 
produced with a purpose to publically penetrate a 
person's personal value system and perception of 
what is in and what is out. 

In the 70's rock-stars used to wear drainpipes and so 
did my dad. I don't know of many friends who wear 
drainpipes or of any who play the harmonica. I do 
know a few who play the Maschine or an APC or 
even spin decks. Last time I checked Elvis left the 
building and in came Eminem, the transition from a 
pelvis shaking gentleman to a pistol pumping 
gangster. And this change through patterns has been 
embodied by the youth cultures of the decades that 
we have experienced till now. Hell, I'm Indian and I 
wear baggy jeans and rock head phones, pumping 
'American and Australian Hip-Hop'. I don't think my 
grandfather who used to listen to Indian Sufis 
dressed in his 'Kurta-Pyjama' would associate much 
with lyrics such as "Lamborghini, Mercy... I give her 
that D coz that's where I was bom and raised in" and 
appreciate the extra weight on the hips in the form of 
denim jeans. 

Contined in Music Culture... 
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Foreword 



Congratulations! You're reading the very first edition of Murdoch University's 
new student publication, the Student Canon! This is a short message from your editor, 
my name is Jamie Bray, and the paper's benefactor, his name is Dan Mclerie. Our goal 
with the Canon is to provide a source of information, events and all-round fun to the 
students of Murdoch, both on our home campus of South Street and all the others, or 

at least we hope to! 

We provide a space for writers to submit articles for your enjoyment, advertising 
space for campus organisations, businesses and even student-run businesses. We 
also hope to provide some fun competitions (see the Entertainment Section on page 
14 for more information) and an ongoing guide to surviving life as a student (see 

the Survival Guide on page 18). 

And our most important goal? To provide a space for you, our peers, to publish your 
work! We want to read what you have to say. Come find us on campus, the Canon 
holds a fortnightly meeting at the Guild Tavem (12:30pm on Mondays) that anyone 
can attend and discuss anything they might like to write, or suggest what they'd like 
to read. Or you can email myself or Dan via canonstaffdirect@gmail.com with 

submissions 

(300 to 600 word articles), either as a news piece in your School or an opinion piece 

on current events, both on and off campus. 

From the staff and writers of the Canon, please enjoy! 



M. James Bray 
Canon Editor 



Daniel Mclerie 
Canon Director 
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If you'd like to keep up with what the Canon is planning for the next issue, submit your answers 
for the competitions, or jump in on the fun and join our staff of volunteer writers, check out : 

https://www.facebook.com/thestudentcanon 

You can also reply to our monthly political debates (published on the double page spread in the 
politics section) with a Facebook post of 100 words or less, a selection of which will be published 

in next month's Canon! 



Words from the Director 

By Daniel McLerie 



Starting this paper has been, without a doubt the craziest thing I have ever done, but its also possibly one 
of the greatest. It is a project that has taken more effort and sleepless nights on behalf of the editor and 
myself than is any where near healthy, and generated more stress than I can put into words, yet I have 
enjoyed every second of it. Seems weird, but the paper we are trying to create is one I think you deserve, 
an interesting read, free stuff and a list of some awesome events going on both on and off campus is 
something every student is entitled to. So this paper is my gift to you. 

Hopefully it allows you to recognise that Murdoch is quite a vibrant and active university, its just that all 
these fun events are hidden away in little corners that no one hears about. The gym has its little nook, as 
does the tavern and the clubs, and unless your in the know you rarely ever hear about them. Well this 
should help you with that, so enjoy the awesomeness that is our campus with the calendar, and grab some 
friends and head along to some of the cool stuff happening around town. Or use our prizes for feedback 
or your awesome riddle solving skills to win some free stuff on campus and sit back to enjoy, because 
everything is better when its free. 

In order to keep this going I need the help of every one, to do a huge range of different things. I need 
writers for serious topics and funny ones, I need artist for comics and for beautifully created pieces, and 
of course the occasional poet to confuse the hell out of most of us. One of the things I really need is for 
you to write me an e-mail and tell me what you would like to do, because odds are I need help with it. 

One of the areas I am trying to promote is student businesses, rather than save $10 and use some 
corporate chain, give your business to a student run group and pay their rent that week or assist with that 
car payment they are behind on. So find the banner adds through the paper, that will for our second 
edition be marked as student businesses and give them a go, help some ones dream become a reality. 
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The Guild 



previous minutes meeting on the 13/1/15 

• Council approve $300 for use regarding student wiki 
following a description of costs and intent 

passed unanimously 

• guild approve $200 of the $500 requested for campaign 
materials for MEAN to assist with campaign materials 
for protests early in the year 

passed unanimously 

• council approve $400 of the $800 requested for 
education council 

passed unanimously 

• guild form a publications subcommittee to improve and 
reform guild publications, this item was an expansion of 
the already created committees list which includes a 
number of committees which are all open to student 
volunteers, with each having a representative to convey 
findings to council. 

Council Activities Committee- to organize intra and 
inter-guild events in WA; 

Survey Committee- to gather information and feedback 
from students and stakeholders; 

Guild Ball Committee- to research, organize and run the 
2015 Guild Ball; and the 

Policy Review Committee- to review existing policy and 
to draft and edit policy submissions. 
Guy then listed councillors who had nominated for 
various subcommittees and took further nominations 
from councillors present. The resulting committee 
membership was as follows- 

Council Activities Committee- Ferhan and Nicole (and 
possibly Bianca) 

Survey Committee- Daniel, Roland and Bianca 
Guild Ball Committee- Ferhan and Brodie (and possibly 
Ash. Raeesah and Aly also expected.) 
Policy Review Committee- Daniel, Guy, Troy and Alex 
passed unanimously 

• guild approve $5000 grant to WSEN summit after a 
lengthy debate about funding the summit would receive 
and possible advertising the guild could put up during 
the conference. 

passed unanimously 

• guild hear a representative from living smart at next 
meeting 

passed unanimously 

• guild approve position description for volunteer hub 
officer 

approved unanimously 



topic discussed on 12th of feb 

• Approval of previous minutes 

• living smart programme pitch 

• O week and festival day 

• subcommittees structure and scope 

• club and club grant policy 

• WSEN update 

• remote, rural and interstate rep report on 
village 

• increasing guild visibility 



items to be discussed on the 19th of 
march 

• -confirmation of passed circulars inc: 
Guildshop manager career break, waiting 
for survey before guild-branded 
publications, funding MUPSA 
bookscheme, co-opting Mandurah and 
MUPSA reps. 

• -WSEN conference and village have 
standing reports to give, 

• -Guild Pres and I will submit National 
union of student report finally, 

• -Council to be notified regarding 
councillor reporting requirements to be 
followed in following meetings, 

• -Gov rep to talk on record-keeping 
duties, 

• -University rep from Equity to talk about 
disability issues and goals, 

• -Rural/Remote Rep to raise concerns 
about meeting-date changes and 
executive accountability 

• -Discussion/debate on LivingSmart 
program 

• -review of survey findings regarding 
publications 



News Around Murdoch 



Festival Day 



2015 



Murdoch University held the highly anticipated Guild Festival Day on Thurs- 
day this week following the start of Semester One on Monday the Second of 
March. 



By Rachel Green 



The flyer handed out in preparation for this event featured promises of water 
slides, bouncing castles, great stalls, activities and it did not disappoint. 



Bush Court was teeming with students and staff showing up to have a look at the exciting things on offer 
this year. 

Many different causes, clubs and activities were set up for the day and each featured unique 
opportunities for both new and returning students. 

The water slide and blow up four seater pools were a success with students seen taking 
advantage of the opportunity to turn bush court into a temporary Adventure World for the day. 

The pirate blow-up water slide seemed to generate a fair amount of attention and no matter how grown up 
we'd like to pretend we are you can't deny the appeal of a bouncy castle. 

Several students were overheard discussing the fun had on the day with particular emphasis placed on the 
slushies, fairy floss and popcorn being offered for free, as we know University 
Students can never get enough of free food. 

The Murdoch Guild also set up a treasure hunt sponsored by STA Travel which offered $150.00 to the one 
who could decipher the clues. 

The afternoon included a water battle with many water balloons tossed around and not just a few very wet 
participants, which is always fun in the summer. 

Looking forward to what the next Festival Day will bring, besides a fun day and a great 
opportunity to get to know your campus and classmates. 

If you would like to know more about the Guild Festival or any other Guild Events coming up check out 
their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/MurdochGuild. 



these shows are generally rather cheap to see? If not, or even if you did, keep reading and I'll tell you about it all 
and how you can find out more. 

At Murdoch you can study a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre and Drama, however all the excitement of Murdoch 
theatre is not just for the students studying this. Murdoch Theatre Company, Black Martini Theatre Company, 
and Second Chance Theatre all hold shows at Murdoch using the different venues available to them. 

Auditions are open for all and are announced via their Facebook pages, they each put on a variety of different 
plays that would interest nearly anyone. If you're not keen on being on stage there are also lots of opportunity to 
work back stage directing, stage managing, lighting, sound or even writing plays to be performed. All you have 
to do is shoot them a message and they will help you with what ever you would like to do. 

If you don't wish to take part in the play then be an audience member! Student tickets are often around $10-$20 
and are located at one of the venues at the university. As stated there is a variety of shows that go on at Murdoch 
one of them is bound to appeal to you! 



Theatre @ Murdoch 



Did you know there is a theatre at Murdoch? 



By Louise Collins 



Did you know Murdoch has a few of their own theatre companies 
who often put on shows at the university? And that 




Rcidia niurdoch in conjunction uiith the 
niurdoch Radio & Sound Club ore proud 
to onnounce (hot uie ore bocli up ond 
runninQ uiith o uihole buncii of event/ 
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Disclaimer: Views expressed on either websites, social media & online shows 
do not reflect the values & policies of Murdoch University and it's bodies. 



World News Recap 

Compiled By Patrick Evans 

January 2015 

• Measles Cases Spread in the United States - A measles outbreak is spreading from 
California into other states. The outbreak has been traced back to Disneyland where it 
began in mid-December. Five Disneyland workers are among those infected. Forty-two of 
the 59 cases in California have been traced back to Disneyland. The outbreak is increasing 
the debate over vaccinations. 

Argentine Prosecutor's Death Ignites Protests and Controversy - Argentine federal 
prosecutor Alberto Nisman is found dead at his Buenos Aires home with a handgun 
nearby. For years, Nisman is found dead just hours before he is scheduled to appear before 
Congress to discuss his recent allegations that President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner 
and other Argentine politicians had covered up for the Iranian suspects in the 1994 car 
bombing. Word of Nisman's death spread quickly, getting the attention of the international 
media and prompting protests where demonstrators accuse the government of corruption. 

• Rebels Take over Yemen Capital following controversial government decision - 
Fighting in Sana between Houthi rebels and government troops escalate, and the Houthis 
take control of the presidential palace complex, sparking fears of a coup. Abdul Malik al- 
Houthi, the group's leader, says President Hadi has failed to follow through on the reforms 
he promised and demands that a new constitution grant Houthis greater representation in 
Yemen's government. The escalation follows the release of a draft constitution that calls 
for Yemen to become a federation of six regions, a concept that emerged from the National 
Dialogue Conference and one that the Houthis oppose. 

Febuary 2015 

• Nigeria Postpones - Nigeria's election commission postpones for six weeks presidential 
elections scheduled for Feb. 14 after the military says it cannot protect voters in the 
northeast from Boko Haram. 

Expectations Low for Renewed Truce Agreement in Ukraine (Feb. 12): Amid the 
crisis in Ukraine, the leaders of Russia, Ukraine, Germany, and France meet to try to 
resurrect the peace agreement signed in September 2014 in Minsk, called the Minsk 
Protocol. After 16 hours of negotiations, the parties agree to a cease-fire and to end the war 
in eastern Ukraine. However, some terms of the agreement leave many skeptical that the 
cease-fire will hold. 

Denmark Sees Worst Terrorist Attack in Thirty Years (Feb. 14): Two people are 
killed in two attacks. In the first attack, a gunman fires into a cafe where Swedish 
cartoonist Lars Vilks is speaking. 

• Russian Opposition Leader Is Assassinated (Feb. 27): A vocal critic of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, Boris Y. Nemtsov is shot and killed in Moscow. 

Venezuelan President Retaliates Against U.S. Sanctions (Feb. 28): During a rally at the 
presidential palace, Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro calls for a major decrease in the 
number of U.S. diplomats at the American Embassy there. 

March 2015 

Israeli Prime Minister Makes Controversial Speech to U.S. Congress (Mar. 3): IsraeU 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses Congress in an effort to sway the Obama 
administration against negotiating with Iran. Netanyahu calls the negotiations to get Iran to 
freeze its nuclear program "a bad deal." In his speech, he says the deal that the Obama 
administration wants "could well threaten the survival of my country" because it will not 
prevent Iran from having and using nuclear weapons. 




Political Debates 

The Enem V "Within there you are happily standing in line at Aroma to get your half 

' fat mango latte with extra pretentiousness and it's a fairly regular 

By Dave Tobias Murdoch. You look around barely even registering the 

moving mass of humanity going about its daily business and think about your issues, next class, 
assignment due, is your trilby on at enough of a douche angle etc. 

You see the occasional reference to ISIS when you accidentally catch some of the news and don't really 
try to keep up with what's going on. Alternatively you're among the large number of our fellow students 
who lean to the left politically and blame the US or the west in general for these lunatics actions in the 
Middle East and encourage "understanding" and "communication" with our fellow "human beings". 
Around you in the ethnically diverse group are people from all over the world, Asians, Africans, South 
Americans and even the odd whitey. But are they all like you? Are there perhaps those in our midst who 
have much darker dreams? 

The West Australian published a story on February 21 about a student from this university who had 
travelled to Syria to fight alongside the head choppers and it forced a number of hard questions that we in 
the west are completely incapable of handling in our current overly liberal mindset. The mention of an 
enemy within causes an annoying and suicidal explosion of protest about thought police, paranoia and an 
almost desperate attempt by many out spoken liberals (always a small 1, let's not get on to the social band 
wagon of hating Abbott just yet) to speak for our potential enemies. 1984 is one of my favourite books 
but I often wish there had been some kind of ideological test you had to go through before you were 
allowed to read it as it gives those on the left an all too easy literary reference point each time the 
government takes any kind of action to protect us against these new threats within. 
And make no mistake, it is a threat. It would take a special kind of person to look at the actions in the 
Middle East and feel like they had to travel and risk their life to leave our civilised lands for those of the 

new century in the region. Muhammed Sheglabo, the student from Murdoch now in Syria, is one such 
man, arriving in the past he posted a picture onto social media of himself armed and ready for battle. 
Mohammed (noticing a theme here) Junaid Thorne, the Saudi- Australian hate preacher who had dealings 
with our student is another. You're telling me that standing next to such an individual as you carry out 
your daily tasks around the university doesn't worry you? How easy would it of been for such an 
individual to cause damage in the locality? More importantly how do we handle this internal threat 
without throwing our hard fought for freedoms aside for our legitimate citizens? 

To me the culture encouraged in this university and generally speaking in our society is one of acceptance 
and understanding, enlightenment and freedom, a culture that aims to allow people to have their voice and 
to be themselves. This is great to live in but it makes the confrontation of an invidious internal threat hard 
to face because our own citizens will throw themselves in the way of the needed repression of our 
enemies in the name of freedom. But you must wake up and smell the coffee before you wake up to smell 
the immolation of those you once knew. 

This is not a call for action against all Muslims by any stretch but when we know we are dealing with 
internal enemies who literally walk past us in day to day life before going off to kill, it must change our 
consciousness or we will lose this confrontation that is still in its modem early stages. Darwin's often 
misquoted phrase refers to the strong being those who adapt to change and change has come in our 
societies in the form of a clear and present danger within and without. Currently with our mindset to our 
threats we are more likely to get a Darwin Award than be on the favourable side of the evolutionary 
paradigm. Don't let your inactions be the reason others lose their right to life when these murderers in our 
midst strike and certainly don't try to act like they don't exist, you probably already met one. 



Would you like to take part in the Canon's monthly political debates and rebuttals? Send us a message on 
our Facebook page or come along to one of the Monday meetings at the Murdoch Guild Tavern and chat 
to our editor Jamie Bray, or director Daniel Mclerie and ask how you can make yourself heard. 



Bring Sheglabo Home 

We should bring Muhammed Sheglabo home, make him a cup of 
By Roland Belf ord tea and talk to him. 

Think about your life right now, you live in a safe, prosperous nation, you get to frolic around our 
beautiful Murdoch campus, surrounded by attractive, intelligent people and learning skills that will bring 
prosperity to your life and community. Compare that to an ISIS fighter, living in a shit, desolate, lawless 
desert fighting a futile, perpetual battle, mostly against people of the same faith, destined to die in ditch, 
hated by the world. The fact is, for Muhammed Sheglabo, being an ISIS fighter seemed like a better 
option, with a brighter future, and that isn't normal. 

Muhammed isn't alone either, there are believed to be up to 250 Australians fighting with militant groups 
in Syria and Iraq. By and large, the Australians fighting comprise of one demographic; disenfranchised 
young men. When you have hundreds, not a handful but hundreds, of young men and boys throwing 
everything away you have a problem and clearly the current approach of alienate and condemn isn't 
helping. 

ISIS' whole existence serves the imperialist Israeli- American agenda of Middle East intervention. ISIS 
spend most of their time killing people of the Islamic faith, a faith they claim to uphold. ISIS create 
suspicion and discrimination against all law abiding, society contributing Muslims across the world. And 
far from establishing a holy caliphate, ISIS have made being Muslim and even being brown skinned more 
difficult for over a billion people. The far right ultra nationalists here in Australia point to ISIS and claim 
all Muslims or all Arabs are like that and demand we deport and revoke their citizenship immediately, 
that Australia should only be for Australians. It's an ideology that mirrors that of ISIS itself 

Instead of contributing to and escalating this conflict, let's rise above it. We need to reach out and talk to 
our disenfranchised young people and ask them why they feel helpless. Right now the approach of our 
leaders seems to be to call a press conference surrounded by as many flags as possible and condemn and 
alienate all the people not licking their arse everyday. Right now if you want to do anything for youths, 
like open a skatepark, you can expect to face a year long sustained campaign from geriatrics against the 
notion of kids having fun. If we invest time energy and money into youth engagement programs we'll 
identify the at risk young men before ISIS recruiters do. If we invest time and money into professional 
counselling for troubled, alienated youth we'll deradicalise them and show them how great a society 
based on egalitarianism is. I'm sure we can put together a more compelling argument for Australian 
social freedoms and social safety than "Put down the chicken wings and come jihad bro, it'll be like Call 
of Duty*" 

As I write this, the news today is reporting that a 17 year old Melbourne kid just blew himself up in 
Baghdad in the name of ISIS. Muhammed Sheglabo could be next. We should bring Muhammed 
Sheglabo home, make him a cup of tea and ask him if he's ok. At the very least, we'll save a life. 



Actual tweet by ISIS recruiter. 



Canon Events Calendar 



Monday- 



Tuesday 



Wednesday 



Thu: 



13 

Student Canon Meeting @ 
Murdoch Guild Tavern 



17 

Werewolf Priest: The 
Lamentable Ballad of 
Father Hank Gimby @ 
Nexus Theatre (Starts) 

St. Patrick^s Day @ 
Murdoch Guild Tavern 



< 



18 



] 

Alliance F 
Festival @ ] 
Cinema 

Murdoch Rid 



23 

Public Lecture 
Deregulation 101 @ ECL 1 



24 



i 



25 



Do Somethi: 

10% off KM 
Boo] 



13 

Student Canon Meeting @ 
Murdoch Guild Tavern 



31 

10% off Hair Style Studio 



Easter Bur 
Murdoch G 



8 



13 

Student Canon Meeting @ 
Murdoch Guild Tavern 



14 

The Black Keys- 
Australian tour @ Red Hill 
Auditorium 



15 



March 9th to April 12th 



rsday 



Friday 



Saturday 



Sunday 



.9 

rench Film 
Luna Palace 
IS Perth 

es Cycle Stall 



20 

Ladies Night Market @ 
Morley 



21 

Werewolf Priest (Ends) 

Cambridge Street Festival 

Electrified InfeXious UV 
Cybre Party @45 Murray 
St Perth 



22 

Telethon Freeway Bike 
Hike For Asthma 



;6 

ng Good Day- 
Photography 
sings 



27 

MEAN Crafternoon 



28 

Burlesque Show 

Great Big Easter Egg Hunt 
@ Market Square, Subiaco 

Color Me RAD 



29 



my Party @ 
uild Tavern 



Rockingham Easter 
Carnival, Village Green 
Patterson / Flinders 



Two Strong Hearts Tour 



10 



11 



12 



Asics Bridges Fun Run 



.6 



17 



18 



19 



Western Suburbs Children United 

Presents the 




EASTER.EGG 




Entertainment 



Each month the Canon pubUshes a few pages of puzzles, brainteasers and games that can win you prizes! 
This month's prizes are: pints and jugs of Carlton Draft or Strongbow Cider at the Murdoch Guild Tavern 
(over 18s only). If the winner is under 18, or a non-drinker, a conciliatory prize will be worked out for 

them by the Canon's Director. 

The prize pints go to the first three people to correctly answer any of the six riddles below, and any 
submissions after that go into the running to win one of the two jugs. The first to correctly answer all six 
riddles will have their name printed in the next issue. You can submit your answers by sending them in a 
message to the administrator on the Facebook page for the Canon 
(https://www.facebook.com/thestudentcanon) or by email to canonstaffdirect@gmail.com. We will be 
using the timestamps on the email or Facebook message to 'judge' the first responder. 



If its knowledge you seek, 
come find me. 
If its pairs you need, 
I have three. 
Who am I? 



A ^ -i^^Ti 1-1 I was shot, drowned 

A natural state, I m sought by all. ^ , ^ ^ 

T T .° - and hanged, but did 

Lose me and you will fall. ^ % ^ - 

/ - not die and never truly 

You use me when you spend, lived 

and abuse me when you eat to no end. 

What am I? ^^at am I? 



We hurt without touching. Two arms I have, but fingers none, j ^^n neither the king, nor his 
we poison without cutting. Two feet I have, but cannot run. I slave, nor this soldier under 
we bear both truth and lies, carry well, but I carry best with 
do not judge us by our size, my feet off the ground. What am 

I? 

What are we? 



fire, and I call no one sire. 
What am I? 



'5c/efJl73TS SA'i SBCAOS^ OF (hLQ&AL IaJA^/N(j, 



syA(AA(j^,-n^B-LABVNb &rF£crs, Vou(^Furu/^f'' 




Student Survival Guide 



Steph's Cheap and Simple 
Student Recipes 

Watermelon Shotglass Slushie 

I was given a whole watermelon during the height 
of summer, and had to figure out what to do with 
it. Be warned: concentrated watermelon isn't as 
sweet as you would think, hence the sugar. This is 
an easily customisable recipe, so all measuring is 
done with shotglasses as an easy guideline. 
Appliances required: a blender, a spoon, a freezer, 
and a shotglass 
Ingredients: 

• Half a watermelon, black seeds 
removed (the riper it is, the sweeter 
it will taste) 

• Warm water 

• Raw or cane sugar to taste 

• Fresh or bottled lime juice 

• Coconut rum (any quality is fine) 

Procedure: 

1 . Scoop out chunks of watermelon 
with a spoon and freeze for three 
hours min. 

2. Take out of the freezer and pop in 
the blender, with 1-2 teaspoons 
sugar, half a shot of warm water, a 
healthy squeeze of fresh lime juice, 
and half a shot of coconut rum. 

3. Attempt to blend. It will take a little 
while to get going, but if it's too 
slow for you, add another half shot 
of warm water. This will also 
depend on how frozen your 
watermelon is 

4. Once blended, add more sugar 
and/or rum if desired 

5. Serve (with a lime wedge if you 
want to get fancy!) 

You can also add extra lime juice, fresh 
raspberries, or blueberries to add some more taste 
and colour. Leave out the rum if you just want a 
healthy summer refreshment! 
Serves 4-6. Leftovers can be stored for one day. 




Thowitalltogether Creamy Tuna 

Veggie Casserole 

I've adapted this recipe from the wisdom of a 
former flatmate. It's designed so you can throw it 
together without really measuring your ingredients. 
It's great for a hangover or when you just don't 
want to eat breakfast food, and should cost around 
$10 to make. 

Appliances needed: an oven and a casserole dish 
Ingredients: 

• 350mL cream 

• 1 onion, chopped 

• Small macaroni pasta (dry) 

• Milk 

• 25 Og can of tuna in olive oil (NOT 
brine!) 

• 1 handful of grated cheese 

• 1 head of broccoli, chopped into 
chunks. 

Procedure: 

1. Preheat the oven to 180 degrees for 
5-10 mins. 

2. Examine your casserole dish and 
figure out how much space you 
have. 

3. Sort out what ingredients you want. 
For example, from the above list, a 
chopped head of broccoli, a 
chopped onion, and a can of tuna 
will fit inside most dishes quite 
well, with room left over for plenty 
of macaroni. 

4. Mix the ingredients together in the 
dish, then pour the cream evenly 
over the whole thing. Add milk to 
cover the bottom 1-2 centimetres of 
the dish, depending on the size of 
the dish. 

5. Top with grated cheese, and place in 
the oven. 

6. Bake for 30 minutes. 

7. Stand for ten minutes to let the 
liquid in the casserole thicken a 
little, then serve. 

If you hate broccoli, try adding com or sweetcom, 
diced celery, 1 medium thinly-sliced potato, a few 
mushrooms, or half a head of cauliflower instead. 
It's a great way to get your veggies — covered in 
cheese and cream! Add a teaspoon of wholegrain 
mustard to the mix if you're feeling adventurous. 
Serves 5. Leftovers can be stored for 3-4 days, 5 if 
you're feeling lucky. 



Local Scene 



At first glance the Perth music scene appears about as dull 
and dreary as a hoarder's musty, vomit coloured curtains that 
have accrued years of various, no longer distinguishable 
Praise on Perth. Punk upon delving a Uttle deeper into the abyss such rare 

discoveries can be made as local artists, The Worst (with 
By Hayley Mat son whom there will be an interview for your perusal next issue). 

The three piece punk influenced grunge band (what a mouthful), local to Perth played alongside 
Melbourne's The Smith Street Band at The Rosemount last week during their Get High See Everyone 
Tour. The Perth band is influenced by The Pixies, Sonic Youth, Nirvana, OFF! , Alice in Chains, The 
Dead Kennedys, Foo Fighters with a touch of Fros. . .sorry. Tool. However, much like a lot of our local 
talent, the sounds that come from The Worst cannot (and should not) be defined as anything other than 
their own. Let this be an invitation to go ahead and check them out and let the grunge you explore what 
local bands have to offer! Their next appearance at HERD Launch Party will be at The Good Shepherd in 

Leederville on March 1 8*^. They will be accompanied by White Avenue, Bl-Polar Bear, Tarp On The 
Shed Floor, Big Mother Love and DJ Tim Gordan. 

Let's look at some other musical delicacies that Perth exhibits, catering to the sharpest of palates of 
course. Coming up we have a few gigs that are certainly worth a shout out as they are going to go off in a 
big way. Rise Against (melodic, hardcore four piece from Chicago) are due to play at Amplifier Bar on 

the 1^ of March and tickets to this highly anticipated event are disappearing by the second. This is the 
only show that they will be playing in Australia so if you aren't afraid of ingesting mouthfuls of other gig- 
goer's sweat and saliva of an evening I highly suggest grabbing your tickets when you can! 
For those who are into something a little less punk rock, Perth band Tired Lion have recently released 
their new single 'T Don't Think You Like Me", recorded with Dave Parko as a prelude to their upcoming 

EP and national tour. The band will be departing after their show at Capitol on Saturday 6 of March 
accompanied by Timothy Nelson, The Infidels and The Delta Riggs. But alas! If you miss the Capitol gig 

they will be playing again at The Bird upon their return on Friday April lO*^'^. Their new tune "I Don't 
Think You Like Me" has proved a hit on Triple j unearthed in its first week so there are high hopes for 
ticket sales this (and next) month. 

Now for an event nobody needs telling about. . .Fairbridge Music Festival. (Yes, it's that time of year 
again) so GET EXCITED! Three days of non-stop musical awesomeness, camping, fresh country air and 

rd 

friends. There are now 78 confirmed acts for the festival's 23 year. This weekend of ear nourishment 

will start on Friday the 10 of April right through to 10PM Sunday the 12 , with music from the likes of 
Bearded Gypsy Band, local's Koi Child, The Rogues, Ungas, Ungas, Ungas!, Tolka aswell as George 
Washingmachine, Nuala Kennedy Band and Kvon. Tickets can be pricey for us students so be sure to take 
advantage of the festival's early bird ticketing arrangement. With twelve stages and something for (most), 
a great weekend is definitely on the cards so save the date! 

It surely is finally a great time for live music in this drab city of ours. Get out of your PJ's (or stay in 
them. . .let's face it I don't care) and GET OUT AMONGST IT! 
-Catch you musical morons next issue- 
Hayley, Grins N Needles 

Qq j^g^y Q£L]_g^ The Astor Theatre in Mount Lawley is a heritage listed playground of 
' obscure movies, public comedy nights and small theatre performances. 

By Kate Bamf ord Usually it is unremarkable and empty, except for the small corner of coffee 

drinking university students, waiting to watch the next cult movie that is 

both meta and unique. 

However, an unmistakable flurry of life and activity is about to take hold of the Astor Theatre in coming 
months, in the form of the 3rd Annual Perth International Comedy Festival. This is the only festival in 
Perth to have both a large amount of international stars, and not be about mainstream music or sports. 

You can't miss the advertisements. Mount Lawley businesses have posters plastered on every wall, 
window and door. Hoping that when the time comes, comedy viewers will choose their business to have 
dinner, or spend time in, before their respective comedy reservations. Making the much needed funding 
for their business to be viable another year. 



Bartenders take the opportunity to polish their glasses and setting out extra seating for the after or pre-show 
drinks, hoping that maybe one of the comedians will choose to come and have a drink whilst not on the 
clock, giving some much needed celebrity sighting, and something to exclaim to the family. 

As the comedy festival enters its third year, Perth residents flock to ticket providers, Astor theatre and the 
comedy festival website to score tickets before they sell out. With acts like Stephen K Amos, Noel Fieling 
and Joel Creasey, it's an international range of talents that rarely graces Perth city. It is quite rare to see 
international stars in this part of Australia, something about a five hour plane flight and not enough people to 
make the money back. But the close festival atmosphere and the reception of previous years have spurred 
international stars to make the journey over to the West. Fortunately the festival has grown exponentially 
over the previous three years, allowing a good amount of acts and talents all over the globe to now take an 
interest in what Perth has to offer. 



Alike the previous years the festival opens with the grand comedy gala, a showcase of big acts and talents 
like Ronny Chieng and Tom Gleeson. They each perform a five minute introductory comedy skit or song 
and then disperse after the night for their own respective shows. Their own shows ranging from half an hour 
skits to three hour productions. 

All the acts having their own unique talent and tastes, some may be a touch more vulgar than usual, some 
may broach subjects of race or sexuality and some may be depreciating humour about Australia itself. 
However the show may play out, the reception in the past has been overwhelmingly positive, many 
comedians have returned in the following years due to the response, and let us all be honest, most Perth 
citizens love to mock our own country. 

The shows aren't restricted to the Astor theatre though; many spots around Perth, like bowling clubs or local 
theatres have opened their doors to the comedy acts. This has brought much needed attention to the small 
theatres and clubs around Perth, this allows the Perth audience to be presented with international shows and 
performance, whilst being shown sites in Perth and surrounds that are barely known. Hopefully this festival 
gives the small theatre and club owners a much needed financial and awareness boost by showing off their 
own facilities. 



The Perth Comedy Festival presents it's opening Gala on the 24th of April at the Astor Theatre, Mount 
Lawley and runs until the 17th of May. Tickets are available direct from the Astor as well as online through 
Ticketek. 



MUSIC CULTURE 

By Rohan Mehra 

"Music Apparer' 
Continued from cover 

Finally, in the previous paragraphs I tried to 
succinctly explain the connection between music 
and culture. In a sense I used clothes, something we 
cover our selves in at all times, except for in the 
shower, and how these clothes were shaped by the 
popular music idols of the specific era we were 
briefly visiting. So, in a sense one could say we are 
clothed in music. We are immersed in it and 
therefore we must start analysing what we listen to 
a little more carefully and ask ourselves, does this 
music really suit me? 
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Film Reviews 

Jupiter Ascending 

By Tony Allen 



While some films are great and others not so much, not all 
good films are entertaining. Alternatively though, 
sometimes the bad ones can be incredibly fun to watch, even if 
only unintentionally. Andy and Lana Wichowski's (The 
Matrix Trilogy, Cloud Atlas) latest film cannot really be 
considered a great film; but damn, it sure is entertaining! 



Starring Mila Kunis (Oz the Great and Powerful), Channing Tatum (21 Jump Street, Foxcatcher) and Eddie 
Redmayne (Les Miserables, The Theory of Everything) we meet Jupiter Jones (Kunis), who, thinking she 
is just like everyone else, is suddenly thrown into a much larger world than she knew existed when targeted 
by Balem Abrasax (Redmayne), one of three royal heirs of the Abrasax Family. Jones embarks on a space 
adventure with the genetic splice soldier Cain Wise (Tatum) to discover why the heirs of the most powerful 
family in the universe all seek her out. 

The trouble with Jupiter Ascending is ultimately the title character Jupiter. Playing the damsel in distress, 
she often gets into trouble, and is then saved by Cain. Rinse and repeat a few times and there's the film. 
Yes, there is solid action and beautiful cinematography; but the story and characters are not well developed 
and the film suffers from poor pacing. The five minute political scene in the space DMV assumes that 
people are interested in politically infused action films, so long as they are in space. It didn't work for the 
Star Wars prequels and it doesn't work now. 

What really makes Jupiter Ascending though is that it's just really funny. Ok, the script is very poor and 
Tatum' s and Kunis 's lack of chemistry is almost laughable, but, what really steals the show is Eddie 
Redmayne. The recent winner of an Academy Award for Lead Actor in The Theory of Everything, 
Redmayne steals every scene he is in. Reminiscent of Gary Oldman in The Fifth Element, he delivers a 
performance that makes you think the Academy voters must not have seen this film before voting. 

So, would I recommend this film? Absolutely! Get a group of friends together and enjoy the ride. As long 
as you don't expect a great film, you should find it very entertaining; though, if you are the type that likes 
sitting quietly in the theatre watching quality films, perhaps give this one a miss. 
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p^j^j^Qgj^g^j^, Already being considered the best James Bond film never made, 

^ * Kingsman: The Secret Service, has really managed to bring back the fun in 

1 ilG OGCrG L OGrVlCG the spy film genre. Ever since the Bourne series as well as Daniel Craig's 
By Tony Allen iteration of the iconic 007 agent, there really has been a lack of any 

exuberantly outgoing spy films. 
Directing his fifth, well received film in a row, Matthew Vaughn (Kick-Ass, X-Men: First Class) is really 
showing himself as one of this generations top filmmakers. With a stellar cast including Colin Firth (The King's 
Speech), Michael Caine (The Dark Knight), Samuel L. Jackson (Pulp Fiction) and newcomer Taron Egerton, 
you get a rather unexpected mix of old and new. 

The Kingsman, gathered by Agent Arthur (Caine), are forced to nominate a replacement when one of their own 
is killed. However, in the meantime, world leaders are being kidnapped by Valentine (Jackson) in his plan to 
save the world from global warming. How you ask? You'll have to see for yourself What follows, is a crazy 
fun adventure with Jackson playing a very eccentric psychopath. Firth as a gentleman spy trying to bring the 
spy game into the modem age and Egerton showcasing a brilliant performance as Eggsy. It is clear to see the 
charisma and presence of Egerton which allows him to stand toe to toe with such huge names. And, ok, Colin 
Firth has never really been an action star before, but he jumps in and appears to have a blast as Harry Hart aka 
Kingsman Agent Galahad. 

Aside from the acting talent, all the action is easy to follow, which can be a rare relief in this era of shaky cam 
action scenes, and, while sometimes graphically violent, this should come as less of a shock upon realizing 
Matthew Vaughn also directed Kick- Ass; another very graphically violent film. If that's not an issue though, 
you will have no problems settling in for a great film that, at the very end may have you wondering; did the 
good guys actually win? 

I cannot recommend this film enough. And, thanks to coming out the same weekend as a certain Twilight fan 
fiction film, Kingsman could really use, and deserves your money next time you go to the cinema. You will 
not be disappointed. Just enjoy that this is the type of spy film we really don't get anymore, with eccentric 
villains, cool gadgets, twists, turns and a whole load of fun. 



Tech Reviews 

March Games 

By Hanaii Parker 

Evolve(PC): This game has been hyped up 
for months but is it worth it? Like previous 
Turtle Rock Studios game. Left 4 Dead, 
Evolve at its core is a 4 player co-op shooter. 
The thing that sets it apart, however, is that 
the antagonist is not to be controlled by AI, 
but rather a fifth player. Despite this 
interesting mechanic, the main game mode 
can be mind-numbingly dull. Have one bad 
player or an over-powered monster and be 
prepared for either a 10-second match ending 
in a team wipe out or 10 minutes of non- 
eventful cat and mouse. Pick your team 
wisely and you'll have yourself a blast but 
take my advice and avoid public matches and 
sub-par players like the plague. 6.5/10. 

Life Is Strange - Episode 1(PC. PS3/4. 
Xbox 360/One): Dontnod Entertainment 
doesn't have a stunning track record since 



their release of Remember Me back in March of 2010 but 
this game seems to be a large step in a great direction. Life 
Is Strange is a choice based episodic game that presents the 
player with the question; If you could reverse time, what 
would you change and would the consequences be for 
better or for worse? Although seeming to be following suit 
of Telltale's similarly constructed games, Dontnod has 
really made a unique feeling with a stellar soundtrack and 
authentic characters. Definitely a game to look out for with 
episode 2 scheduled to release this month. 8/10. 

Monster Hunter 4 UltimateQDS): Capcom hasn't made 
this series of games very welcoming to new comers in the 
past. You were either there from the start and loved it or 
you were excluded from the party. Well, if you've wanted 
to get into Monster Hunter, now is the time. The game now 
includes the previously almost non-existent tutorials and 
has implemented a 'story' (or at least a semblance of one) 
that helps guide new players. It has all new mechanics that 
greatly assist the flow of movement and the addition of the 
sorely needed C stick on new DS devices has made easy 
work of camera movement. And of course, there are plenty 
of new incredible monsters to kill or capture. Definitely 
grab a copy and some friends and slay some beasts. 9.5/10 
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The Order: 1886(PS4): It should be known that 
The Order: 1886 looks amazing. So amazing that it 
might have set a new incredibly high bar for all 
future games from a graphical standpoint. But that's 
just about all the good things that can be said about 
the game. Quite like Watch_dogs, The Order 
promised gamers the whole world but instead gave 
them a half deflated beach ball with the globe 
printed on it. The game is shockingly short for its 
price point, has a predictable and dull story, and 
plays like just about any other third-person cover- 
based shooter with quick time events that add 
nothing to the experience. The length clocks in at 6 
hours if you take your time, which definitely makes 
the use of recycled bosses, scenes and other aspects 
entirely inexcusable and by the end, you're left with 
cliff hanger that you're too confused and 
disinterested to care about. It's a game best viewed 
on YouTube to stare at how pretty it is rather than 
be frustrated by having spent $100 on a hot mess. 
2/10 

Far Cry 4(PC, PS3/4, Xbox 360/One): It is a truth 
universally acknowledged that a gamer in 
possession of hundreds of games with deep stories 
and endearing characters must be in want of (at 
least occasional) explosions. . .and guns and a great 
soundtrack and crazy baddies and random, stupid 
fun. Far Cry 3 was the answer to this truth. It was 
an open world fun house of crazy people, dangerous 
animals, stealth and, of course, guns. It was the 
perfect do-what-you-want game to really unwind 
with and genuinely enjoy yourself without the com- 
mitment that many modern games ask for with your 
time and emotions. Far Cry 4 is even better, with 
even crazier characters, cooler ways to get around, 
and more ridiculous missions than before. Dig bul- 
lets out of your arm, ride elephants, grapple into 
locations, and fight for or against the wonderfully 
dressed villain. Pagan Min. It's really everything 
that was great about Far Cry 3 with many improve- 
ments but the game was really sold as soon as the 
intro plays Born To Be Wild while Min takes a post 
murder selfie. 9/10 

March Tech 

By Hanaii Parker 

Wireless charging furniture: 

Coinciding with the launch of the Galaxy S6 and 
S6 Edge, Samsung announced they have teamed 
up with IKEA to make a new set of furniture to 
charge all your devices. They claim the devices 
will charge when set on or around the furniture 
thanks to the use of the Wireless Power 



Consortium's (WPC) Qi technology that powers 
80 handheld devices and 15 cars on the market. It 
works through induction to pass a charge 
between two coils to recharge the device. 
Although the idea is a large step towards an 
interesting direction, there are problems. The 
furniture still requires cabling and in the end, 
takes up more space than charging it via its own 
cable and as the technology is now, the wireless 
charging can do more harm than good and ends 
up a less convenient option. There is an 
overheating problem at the moment in both the 
charging station and the phones with inbuilt 
compatibility. The charging also takes much 
longer than traditional means and in a busy 
society; it's speed over style when it comes to 
charging any phone. It's a great concept, but 
IKEA and Samsung shouldn't expect to be 
taking the world by storm just yet. 

Virtual reality is a hot market at GDC 

At the Game Developers Conference (GDC) this 
year, there were two big announcements about 
VR headsets from Sony and Valve. Sony has 
announced that they plan to launch the Morpheus 
in the first half of 2016 with many big 
improvements. Attendees at GDC who got to use 
the headset enjoyed the new 5.7 OLED display, 
1080p resolution and RGB sub-pixels, but Sony 
President, Shuhei Yoshida received an 
impressive cheer when he announced a 120Hz 
refresh rate, 2-4x higher than most PS4 games. 
The design has also been improved greatly, 
making the device smaller, with a new headband 
to help distribute the weight evenly, whilst also 
helping you look like you just walked out of a 
science fiction film. But Sony now has new 
competition outside of the Oculus Rift as 
announced by Gabe Newell. Valve has teamed 
up with HTC to create the HTC Vive. What will 
set the Vive apart from the competition is its 
claims to track a players movement through a 4 x 
4m room through two tracking sensors in two 
opposing comers of the space. The Vive will also 
be coming with two single-handed wireless 
controllers, modeled after the Steam Controller 
for a unique way to interact with the virtual 
environment. The real excitement for those 
attending GDC was the announcement that the 
headset and all related Application Programming 
Interfaces will be entirely free to use for 
interested developers. 

Nikon releasing camera with super lens 

Nikon has announced the launch of the new 
Coolpix P900 bridge camera with an optical 



zoom of 83x and a maximum aperture of f/6.5. It 
also boasts a digital zoom of up to 166x, which, 
if you have a fondness for taking pictures of 
things very far away, or possibly need to up your 
stalking ante, is staggering. And in case you're 
concerned that the telescope of a lens is going to 
look blurry without a tripod, quell your woes. 
The P900 makes use of a new Dual Detect 
Optical Vibration Reduction technology, which 
is just an overly long title for image stabilization, 
which Nikon has stated gives the camera five 
extra stops of shutter speed to compensate for 
shaky hands. To sweeten the deal, the camera 
also includes a 16MP CMOS sensor; a 92 IK dot 
resolution three inch vari-angle display; an 
electronic viewfmder; GPS; GLONASS/QZSS 
sensors to embed media with location based 
information and Wi-Fi and NFC. The hulking 
camera can be found for around $770. 
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World Mobile Congress 
2015 Barcelona 

'^Samsung has done a complete 
360 revamp of the S6 @ WMC 
2015/' 

By Mario G. 

The recent World Mobile Congress was held at 
Barcelona again this year 2-5 March, 2015. 
Though this time around Samsung has decided to 
do things differently. They have surprised the 
industry; including all the tech journalist that 
were there for the unveiling of the Samsung S6 
Galaxy mobile phone for this year. 
Samsung this year has finally decided to listen to 
all the complaints and critique that they have 
been getting. Which is that they are sticking to 
that a formulaic design of the new Samsung 
galaxy each year. As it works for Samsung as its 
user base are familiar with the product design 
language. Even though Samsung has been seen 
sticking to its formulaic design to not ruffle any 
feathers with the older generation customer base, 
if it isn't broke why fix it? 

Well Samsung has decide to get off its laurels and 
realized if it wants to stay competitive and 
increase sale margins, it had to change the design 
language and take note of what tech journalist 
and some of its user have been saying. One big 
complaint has been the phones construction has 
always felt rather cheap compared to the rest of 
the market. Due to consistent feedback regarding 
its rugged yet cheaply poly carbonate 
construction (ie Plastic). 
Secondly that its own user interface on top of 
android has always been considered quite bloated 
and lacks the response other mobile 
manufacturers interface have. No matter how new 
the technology behind the new Samsung galaxy, 
its Touch Wiz UI has always been bloated and 
slow in responsiveness after many months of use. 
So Samsung has seen the light or changed 
because it's less than high profits margins. Or 
perhaps market share loss predominantly to 
Apple's new iPhones and other manufacturers. 
So Samsung has released the new Samsung 
Galaxy S6 with a complete makeover of their 
design and software. Samsung hopes rides on this 
recent change of direction, it has impressed tech 
journalists at MWC 2015 this year. The Samsung 
specs are as follows quad AMOLED HD display 
with 1,440 X 2,560 pixels that's a 577ppi, using 



its own Samsung 64-bit, octa-core Exynos 
processor due to concern the new qualcomm 
snapdragon 810 overheating issues, 16megpixel 
sensor same as the note 4, comes with android 
loUipop 5.0.2 with a revamped touch wiz UI, 
It has taken a 360 design language change, to a 
new complete aluminum unibody design. Gone is 
the polycarbonate of later years. It has taken 
some notes from the new Apple iPhone 6 design 
having the near exact curved lines the iphone 6, 
which you can see if you place the two mobiles 
next to each other. 

Now due to the new unibody manufacturing gone 
are expandable storage option of a micro- sd card 
which will be sure to erk some people. But this 
has been removed due to the manufacturing 
process of making a complete metal unibody 
design. Though it now looks sleek, with a 
translucent metal look due to the Gorilla glass 4 
on the black similar to that of the Sony Z series 
glass design. Samsung has now brought the 
Samsung S6 to a new 6.9mm thickness due to the 
new design, and comes in four new translucent 
color's Black Sapphire, Pearl White, Gold 
Platinum, Blue Topaz and exclusive Green 
Emerald only on the S6 Edge. 
Samsung has also released a Samsung S6 Edge a 
S6 with a LCD screen that goes from edge to 
edge, which will come with a higher premium 
price. It borrows the edge variant from last year's 
Note 4 edge but brings that curved screen to both 
sides of the mobile. The S6 Edge is slightly 
heavier and thicker, but with the same 
specification as the standard Samsung S6. Only 
time will tell how the new revamped Samsung S6 
and S6 edge will do, but from reviews from 
MWC 2015 its seems Samsung may have a hit on 
their hands that may prove to be the most popular 
mobile design this year. 

THE UNSURE FEMINIST 

By Stephanie Russo 

Communication 
Breakdown."' 
Continued from cover... 

Prior to about 1891, the word feminism just 
meant 'being feminine'. Its modem definition, 
according to anywhere I look up, is about 
removing social, political and economic 
restrictions on women in order to create gender 
equality. The context in which it was bom created 
the word. It is defined by its history, not by what 
femin- and -ism mean. 
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Simple, right? Party's over, we have a definition, 
so chuck your bottles in the bin and please throw 
up in somebody else's garden. 

Not so fast. Because far from simply being a word 
for removing unfair restrictions, a lot of people 
interpret the word 'feminism' with an undercurrent 
of dominance or aggression. To be fair, if you're 
fighting against a hegemonic system (i.e. one that 
most people take for granted), you will be seen as 
weirdly and unreasonably aggressive whether or 
not you actually are. And some feminists just are, 
by anyone's standards. But this only makes the 
case stronger: it's pretty plausible for people to 
associate feminism with aggression — not just an 
effort towards creating a better society. 

So what is feminism? Currently we have two 
different answers: a historical/general one, a 
socially perceived — and there's yet another. 

Feminism is female-centric not only when you 
look at the makeup of the word itself, but also by 
its very nature. It's all about freeing women. 
That's how it started, and that's how it's mostly 
stayed. You can have feminism without helping 
men. You can't have it without helping women. 
Coming from this angle, things start to get clearer: 

If you think women should have equal rights, 
you're a feminist. If you think men should have 
equal rights, you may be a feminist, but not 
necessarily. 

If you believe men are the scum of the earth and 
should do all the menial jobs and women should 
mle the world because they are obviously so much 
better at everything, you are also a feminist. 

If you think you should simply live out your 
beliefs and not force them on anyone, you are a 
feminist. If you think you should do the opposite, 
you are also a feminist. 



This is a hard pill for some people to swallow, and 
absolute obvious 

goddammitwhycantyouseeitthisiswhywecan'thavenic 
ethings truth to others. After all, I myself have seen 
examples of every type of person above, and all have 
called themselves feminists. No wonder we're facing 
a communication breakdown. 
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Science & Health 

Plastic Pollution 

By Toni Vernon 

On the 13th of February 2015, the journal Science 
published an article on a study about plastic 
pollution. Jenna R. Jambeck and her research 
group estimated that eight million metric tonnes 
entered the oceans in 2010 from select coastal 
countries and that the amount was increasing. The 
environmental engineer of the University of 
Georgia, Jenna R. Jambeck, led the study that 
collected data from 192 coastal countries 
bordering the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian oceans, 
and the Mediterranean and Black seas. However 
they discovered that there was a huge difference 
between the amount going into the ocean and the 
amount that has been measured on the surface: 
6350-245000 tonnes. This discovery brought about 
another question: where was all the rest of the 
plastic pollution going? 



The plastics in the ocean breaks down into smaller 
particles due to the sun and heat, leaving these 
particles to seem 'invisible'. These particles were 
found to be polluting the Australian coast line, 
according to the study which was reported in the 
journal PLOS ONE on the 28th of November 
2013. This study, by PhD student Julia Reisser, of 
the University of Western Australia's Ocean 
Institute, and fellow peers reports that there were, 
per square kilometre, 4000 microplastic fragments 
on average in the Australian ocean. Certain areas 
around Australia had higher concentrations of 
fragmented plastic, ranging from 15000 to 23000 
per square kilometre. This plastic can absorb other 
pollutants such as DDT. According to the study, 
plastic water bottles, plastic cups, plastic bags and 
other land sourced plastic was estimated to 
contribute 80 per cent of the global plastic in the 
oceans. 

The problem with plastic pollution, other than 
marine life becoming entangled in the plastic, is 
that some of the plastic contains BPA (Bisphenol 
A) which, according to other studies, can affect the 
brain development of marine life when exposed to 
BPA during early development. One such study 
posted online on the 28th of March 2013 by 
WiUiam K. F. Tse, Bonnie H. Y. Yeung, H. T. 
Wan and Chris K. C. Wong, all of the Department 
of Biology at the Hong Kong Baptist University. 
Zebrafish were effected during early 
embryogenesis when exposed to BPA, one 
consequence was an effect on the brain 
development within 24 hours of exposure. This 
particular chemical can be found in plastic bottles 
and food storage containers, which wind up in our 
oceans. 

There is a way to reduce the increasing amount of 
plastic pollution, as pointed out by the NRDC 
(Natural Resource Defence Council) on their 
website. One such way is holding the companies 
producing plastic packaging responsible, pushing 
for them to use less plastic, or recyclable and or 
reusable materials. For some this would seem 
difficult for any individual to achieve, that is why 
the NRDC website suggests ways that we, as 
individuals, can help reduce this problem. When 
shopping at the supermarket you could take your 
own shopping bags instead of using the plastic 
ones, and buying recyclable plastic products. 
Recycling where possible and thus decreasing the 
amount of plastic that could have gone into the 
oceans. These two simple activities could do a 
world of good for our oceans. 
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Thinking of the kids? Or just 
another excuse for attack? 

By Hayley Matson 

I will start by acknowledging that the issue at hand 
is not one that directly affects me as an individual 
- 1 am a heterosexual female and therefore I do not 
know of the everyday trials and tribulations that 
the homosexual community encounter nor will I 
pretend to. I do, however possess the ability to 
consider the life choices that others make as 
separate from my own. Philosophically, and as 
Jeremy Bentham would argue each human should 
be able to pursue and engage in pleasure as long as 
that pleasure does not inflict pain to another. As 
soon as a person feels pain from the actions of 
another, the person whom is feeling the pain can 
interject... and ethically only then. 
You may not think that this Utilitarian position 
applies here but I assure you it does. When 
channel 7 and channel 9 aired an anti-marriage 
equality ad, (conveniently telecast on Sunday the 

8^^ March- the night of the 37^^^ Sydney Mardis 
Gras) what they were essentially saying is: "You 
homosexuals aren't bothering us in the slightest, 
but we will continue to bring you down 
regardless." This is a disgusting abuse of the 
power that the media has on public opinion and I 
shudder to think that there are people out there that 
watched the advertisement with glazed eyes and 
either didn't give it a second thought or agreed 
with what they were trying to put forward. 
Throwing a "Family doctor" into the mix suddenly 
makes it more legitimate right? WRONG! All Dr 
David Van Gend could say was his opinion on the 
matter. Nothing medical was brought up. . .no 
studies to say that children are better off when 
they are raised by a heterosexual couple. He 
presented nothing of substance, just a man dressed 
in a white collared shirt and a tie standing in front 
of an impressive collection of books. Side note 
though. . .who says that all homosexuals that wish 
to have their love recognised by marriage as 
heterosexuals are given the right to even WANT to 
have children? Marriage does not come hand in 
hand with children. Marriage is simply that - 
marriage! Two people who love each other so 
much that they want to make it known to the world 
and who has the right to deny another of that 
freedom? Australia: you are going downhill at an 
increasingly rapid pace, while we are at it let's 
step back to the 1 700 's and revoke women 's right 
to an equal vote! 



Better Tomorrows: 
Building A Place Of Nurture 
For The Underprivileged 

By Jonathon Davidson 

"It's a bit of a punt. A bit of a risk. It feels like it 
fits in with our model; it's about supporting 
disadvantaged students." 
So says Principal of Port School, Barry Finch, 
gazing out his office window onto the 
construction site below. "This needs to be talked 
about delicately," he adds after pausing, "but its 
real cycle breaking stuff." What he is referring 
to is the Young Parent & Childcare Centre 
which is being built directly out the front of Port 
School, expected to be open in March 2015. 
As the principal of an alternative high school for 
underprivileged students, Barry Finch is familiar 
with cyclical natures. He is optimistic that the 
centre will help to negate some of the 
stereotypes surrounding young parents that are 
unfortunately all too real. 
Statistics show that in 2012, over 1400 women 
aged between 15-19 gave birth in Western 
Australia alone, which represented 4.2% of all 
births in that year. While 2013 saw a slight 
decrease in national figures, the issue is still at 
hand. "We saw that there's a need, [while] not 
really knowing how to do it until this house out 
the front became available" Barry says. 
"It has to be economically viable," Barry tells 
me over a cup of instant coffee. 
Mike Gilbert, Special Projects manager at Port 
School, is quick in the interview we have to 
highlight that the centre is for both young 
mothers and fathers. On a side-note, he mentions 
that 'young Dads are often forgotten.' The 
presence/absence of Fathers is one of the oldest 
and most hotly contested areas of research in the 
developmental psychology of children. Whether 
or not being raised by a single Mother does have 
detrimental effects, the prevalence of the issue 
underlines its prominence within the public 
consciousness. ". . . A lot of places have 
workshops, and more handyman type projects 
that we've included in the mixture, so we can 
also teach them at the same time how to be 
dads," he says. 

"You know - sing to your babies, read stories to 
your babies, change their nappies. . .it's a scary 
time, so it's all about teaching how to be a 
parent," Mike adds. "All you can do is hope." 



The context in which these plans breathe is built 
on years of snail-paced research and progress. 
Acquisition of the land which sits on the forefront 
of Port School was the first hurdle. Press releases 
and community engagement. Then grant 
applications. '...Its false economy,' Barry says 
when I ask him about the education grant that Port 
School received for the Young Parent centre. "The 
thing with grants is that you often have to spend it 
on certain things. For example, we'd build a 
kitchen for $3K but with them they'll build it for 
$8K. . .you're only getting about half of the actual 
value," he communicates to me with an air of 
reluctance. 

I spoke to Tim Murphy, manual trade instructor at 
Port School and a builder on the Young Parent & 
Childcare Centre construction site. 'T think it's 
very fucking positive," he says when I ask him if 
he expects good things to come from the centre. 
"These young mums who are getting fucked up 
with kids. . .they can actually come to school 
now," he says, looking at me like I'm one screw 
short. "It's a win- win, isn't it?" 
Melissa Parke, Federal member for Fremantle, 
similarly affirms the notion that the centre's 
development is a 'win- win' situation. "There's an 
old African proverb that says it takes a village to 
raise a child. . .it's a generational effort, not only 
with the families involved but the whole 
community, and so the economy benefits as well," 
she says to me from across a polished table, sitting 
under the air conditioner in her electorate office. 
"The benefits are not only to those parents but the 
wider community, by ensuring education and 
social cohesion." 

A phrase that Barry quotes stays with me the most: 
"It's about raising kids to not be behind the 8-Ball 
before they start." 

The Centre is set for a formal opening in March 
2015. When I ask Tim Murphy if building is on 
schedule, he takes a long moment of silence. 
"Yeah," he says with casual reflection, "I think 
we'll make it." 

Australia: Drowning 
under the Ice 

By Johanna Hubertz 

The presence of drugs in our society is no secret. 
While the whole world seems to be focussed on 
whether it is socially acceptable to legalize 
marijuana, far more threatening drug related issues 
continue to operate unnoticed. People are failing 
to recognize that Australia is in the midst of a 
crystal meth epidemic. 



Australia has one of the highest rates of meth use in 
the world, and the highest amongst developed 
nations. Clandestine laboratories are thriving, 
making the drug accessible to essentially anyone 
who is willing to spend the same amount of money 
that would typically be spent on alcohol during a 
night out. There are a rapidly increasing number of 
meth addicts in Australia, however this cannot be 
attributed to positive social attitudes developing 
towards the drug; but rather, because of the 
inevitable grip that meth can have on a person after 
using just once. 

What is so alarming about meth is how its effects 
significantly differ from other drugs such as 
marijuana and even heroin. Meth is unforgivable in 
that it literally alters areas of the brain responsible 
for life-sustaining functions, which make the body 
consider usage as important to survival as eating; 
driving drug abuse, which then leads to addiction. 
Because meth is so prevalent in our community, the 
once stigmatised drug has managed to shed its 
dangerous label and penetrate many social networks 
replacing other substances that have, in comparison, 
much more innocent repercussions. Though it may 
not appear immediately, the scale of damage 
inflicted by meth use is unfathomable; responsible 
for family trauma, crime in society and health 
consequences that can persist for generations. A 
common thread amongst people arrested in cases 
involving extraordinary levels of intensity and 
violence, is the presence of methamphetamine in 
their system. Because the drug does not discriminate 
against age, gender or background, anybody is at 
risk of being thrust into the aggressive cycle of 
addiction; not just people who have a history of 
substance abuse. 

As it becomes more apparent that Australia is just 
beginning to see the emergence of potential meth- 
fiielled chaos, government related intervention is 
failing miserably. Though there have been 
successful efforts to seize large quantities of the 
drug, realistically, the current legal system has made 
very little impact by struggling with a problem that 
requires a far more complex solution. Drug users are 
treated like criminals despite there being countless 
factors at play, making it more of a matter of 
consequence as opposed to criminal behaviour. 
People try drugs for many reasons; their friends have 
it, it's presence at parties or because bikie gangs are 
actively attempting to hook new customers. 

Prohibition of meth is not necessarily conducive to 
minimising the 'war on drugs', whilst legalisation 
however, recognises that drug use is not a criminal 
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justice issue but is actually a social and health issue. 
Legalisation has the power to significantly reduce 
the rate of meth-related crimes by allowing a system 
that regulates the market, which is otherwise 
controlled by demand as movement of meth is 
facilitated by an underground market place enabling 
a vacuum into which organised crime, transpires. By 
eliminating this market, organised crime affiliated 
with the drug trade is weakened, as dealers are 
starved of their income. This allows a system that 
can effectively address licensing, appropriate 
advertising and unethical sales to minors or those 
who are in need of medical attention. The national 
drug strategy, an alleged framework for action, 
expects to make a difference via law enforcement 
and supply reduction strategies. 

Legalisation does not advocate or condone drug use. 
The idea here is to address meth use in a way that 
shapes outcomes more successfully. 



Chemistry @ Murdoch 

By Warwick Smith 

Chemistry, like the dropout rate at Murdoch occurs 
all the time even when you're unaware of it. 
Chemistry isn't just about beakers, lab coats and 
ambiguous arguments over the internet. I am not 
going to advocate Chemistry but I will talk about all 
its concepts and show you a world only few get to 
experience because to most of you. Chemistry 
remains the black and white textbook impression that 
your high school teacher has embodied you with. To 
me Chemistry is more like 50 shades of grey where 
bondage between atoms is everything. 
From the cold morning air to the molecules that make 
up the taste of coffee. Chemistry is what makes up 
everything and that to me is what makes it such an 
experience and enjoyment to study. The Greeks 
named the term atomos which to them meant 
indivisible. The Greeks theorized the world was 
comprised of tiny particles too small for us even at 
the modem age to entirely comprehend. That being 
said, these tiny particles are now known as atoms and 
they are responsible for all the things we experience, 
all the things we feel and all the things that we know. 
The strangest thing about atoms is that many of the 
same atoms appear in very different places. An apple 
is made of mostly carbon atoms and like the apple so 
is plastic, but how can two things that appear so 
different be so similar?. You apples eat and they 
provide your body with nutrition and plastics are used 
for water bottles, containers and many other items. 
It turns out that the way these atoms are bonded to 



each other form different structures and these 
structures result in very different properties. It's 
like building a house made of limestone and then 
building a wall out of limestone, same building 
blocks but different structures provide different 
properties and therefore different purpose. When 
I first learnt this I was overwhelmed! I asked 
questions like "How do we change these 
properties?. Is there a way to create your own 
structures?. Why are some structures better than 
others?. Why do atoms do the things they do?. 
What are their limits?". To this day I have 
pursued these questions and tried to endeavour to 
find answers, it has lead me to the forefront of 
scientific research to break the boundaries of 
what we call reality. We live in a very interesting 
time where great people are beginning to 
question what we don't know and this is leading 
to ever more questions but you know what?, that 
to me is exactly what the best part of Chemistry 
is. 

''Chemistry is the study of matter, but I prefer to 
see it as the study of Change. - Walter White. 



So What Is Metadata 
Anyway? 

A look at the data retention laws. 
By Lindsay Barnes 

Data retention has been a hot-button issue in 
Australian politics of late. In October of last 
year, the minister for communications, Malcolm 
TumbuU, introduced a set of laws which would 
require internet service providers (ISP's) to 
retain metadata for up to two years. There has 
been a great deal of criticism of the 
government's proposed data retention laws, most 
notably by Australian Greens' Senator Scott 
Ludlam. 

Senator Ludlam has raised concerns about the 
scope and scale of the sweeping data retention 
laws. "We don't know how ubiquitous or 
restrained this data retention scheme is because 
they simply refuse to say anything at all", Mr 
Ludlam said. 

Metadata is electronic information generated by 
the use of technology. It can include the online 
activity of a user, specifically the time of access 
of a particular site, the user's data, such as their 
IP and ISP, cookies and cached data, details of 
the user's operating system and hardware and 
potentially login details. In essence, metadata is 



the context and transactional data of one's use of 
technology including mobile phones, cameras, 
email, social media, web searches and webpages. 
While it may seem like a colossal breach of 
privacy, and many have argued that it is, 
metadata does not actually include the content of 
the electronic information, but the context. For 
example, metadata would reveal that a user 
accessed a particular site, how often they 
accessed it, and for what duration, but it would 
not reveal its actual content. 
The Australian Federal Police (AFP) has claimed 
that the mandatory retention of metadata by 
ISP's was essential in the fight against terrorism 
and cybercrime. However, there are serious 
questions to be asked about whether mandatory 
data retention will actually have a substantive 
impact on crime prevention. Several high profile 
cases, such as the Sydney siege and the Charlie 
Hebdo attack would not have been prevented 
with data retention, and neither would so-called 
"lone-wolf attacks. 

Several nations' judicial systems, including 
Germany and the Czech Republic have rolled 
back data retention laws due to concerns that 
they represent a threat to personal privacy. 
Perhaps the most shocking aspect of these laws 
is the increase of the maximum sentence for a 
journalist disclosing information about an 
intelligence operation to five or ten years. It 
would be the choice of the Attorney-General of 
the day to decide whether the journalist would be 
prosecuted. 

Given that the Attorney-General of this day 
failed rather spectacularly to explain what 
metadata is on the ABC's 7.30 program, one 
can't be blamed for being sceptical. 
The assistant commissioner for the Australian 
Federal Police, Tim Morris made the case that 
"Those that have nothing to hide should have 
nothing to fear" and ruled out targeting of 
internet pirates with the proposed law. 
Bipartisan support for the proposed data 
retention laws means that they will pass through 
parliament unopposed. 



Masdar City 

By Ryan Hockley 

Our lives revolve around electricity, we need it for 
almost everything we do. Currently the majority of 
the globe uses fossil fuels and high carbon emitting 



means of producing that necessary electricity. 
There's one place though that's trying something 
different, rejecting the norm and following their 
own path. The city's name is Masdar City, it's 
located 17km south east of Abu Dhabi and it's 
going green. I'm talking a completely renewable 
energy based power grid, relying primarily on solar 
and wind power production. This city is a trial run 
for the rest of the globe and is an important test on 
renewable energy productions. 
This is a huge project, backed by Masdar (a 
Mubadala Development Company subsidiary) thus 
the city's name. The project was initiated in 2006, 
originally estimated to cost US$1 8-22 billion (the 
actual price has dropped around 10-15%) and was 
suggested to take approximately eight years to 
build. When you're a part of the United Arab 
Emirates $ 1 8 billion USD is not such a worrisome 
investment long term. The first phase scheduled to 
be completed and habitable in 2009. 
Construction on Masdar City began in 2008, the 
first buildings of the city were completed and 
occupied in October 2010. The importance to us 
now? Due to the impact of the GFC, Phase 1 of the 
city (the first square kilometre) is set to be 
completed in 2015. This is going to be a trial run of 
a fully functional renewable energy sourced power 
grid, an exciting prototype for the rest of the world 
to pay attention to. Regardless of your stance on 
global warming, the reality is that fossil fuels in 
particular coal, are predicted to be depleted within 
the next 45 years. Renewable energy is going to be a 
reality in all our lives in the not so distant future. As 
for Masdar City final completion is scheduled to 
occur between 2020 and 2025. The city is 
envisioned to cover 6 square kilometres and will 
house approximately 45,000 to 50,000 people 
alongside 1,500 businesses. All of these will be 
primarily commercial and manufacturing facilities 
specialising in environmentally friendly products. It 
is expected that more than 60,000 workers will 
commute to the city daily. Masdar is powered by a 
22-hectare (54-acre) field of 87,777 solar panels 
with additional panels on roofs. There will be no 
light switches or water taps in the city; movement 
sensors will control lighting and water to cut 
electricity and water consumption by between 5 1 
and 55 percent. Water management is being planned 
in an environmentally sound manner. 
Approximately 80 percent of total water used will 
be recycled along with the recycling of waste water, 
this greywater being used for crop irrigation and 
other purposes. Green renewable energies are the 
way of our future. We must look to these examples 
if we as a race wish to maintain our status and 
standards of living on this Earth. 



Education 

Budget Cuts in 
Education 

By Clare White 



The 2014/15 Abbott government Budget for Education has been a topic 
of much consideration and debate since its release. There have been 
many radical changes made to higher education that directly affect all 
universities and their students. The changes being made will take effect 
this year and concern new students and those considering study in the 
future. Chief among these issues are the changes that have been made 
to HECS-HELP loans, the removal of government funding and 
deregulation of fees. The changes have the potential to badly affect the 



lower socioeconomic student demographic financially as well as universities overall. 



HECS and HELP were, up until the introduction of the new budget, two different categories of loan 
which have now been combined into one. Previous to the introduction of the 2015/16 budget there was a 
limit of $96,000 for students studying any degree with the exceptions of medicine and veterinary science. 
The upper limit of the amount that can be borrowed has been removed, allowing students to accumulate 
more debt. 



The debt incurred is also now going to be subject to indexation at a rate of 6% per annum. This will affect 
many people who are considering undertaking a course of study, especially those who for any reason 
cannot make repayments for long periods, such as new mothers on maternity leave and those with chronic 
illness that may hinder their ability to work for uncertain periods of time. 

For students who are already studying and commenced their degree before May 13^^ 2014 these changes 
may not apply. Students who were already enrolled or had accepted an offer from a university before this 
date have preserved funding status, which means that their fees and subsidies are not affected by new 
budget. 

Another issue affecting the HECS system is the reduction of the repayment threshold. This amount 
generally increases yearly however with the new budget in place it will decrease from $56,264 to a 
considerably lower $50,638. The reduction will mean that graduates who are working will be required to 
begin repaying their loans much sooner than they would have previously. 

The government is also removing funding from universities claiming that it will be redistributing this 
money. The funding removed from university learning will equate to billions of dollars over the next few 
years. The budget overview states that "Currently many students who choose to study at a TAPE which 
offers higher education courses, a private university or a private college are excluded from 
Commonwealth subsidies" This means that funding from universities will be distributed among other 
tertiary institutes. 

Fee deregulation is another contentious change made by the government concerning the new budget. The 
deregulation of fees means that universities are now able to charge any amount they deem appropriate for 
courses, which could lead to a huge increase in the price of achieving degrees for students. The courses 
most at risk from a rise in fees are those that are considered most desirable such as medicine and 
veterinary science. Due to their duration the degrees that are already at the upper end of the price range, 
with deregulation they could soon be unaffordable to students from a working or lower class background. 

The changes put into place by the Abbott government 2014/15 budget to university funding and HECS 
could potentially have huge detrimental effects in the future. They could lead to a university system 
similar to that in the USA which regularly cripples students from lower income backgrounds financially 
and many choose not to achieve a higher education. HECS debt incurring indexation will discourage 
many potential students from attaining higher education as they will acquire large amounts of debt. The 
other side of this issue is when graduates must pay back their HECS debt and with the threshold being 
lowered it gives people less time to prepare for this. The funding being removed from universities, whilst 
being put to good use in other areas of higher learning, will be detrimental to education overall. 
Deregulation of fees will allow universities to drive prices higher and higher in competition with other 
establishments until university becomes unattainable for lower income students. The Abbott government 
has reneged on promises not to cut education funding across the board. This move could have serious 
ramifications in the future and has disappointed the Australian public in general. 



us student debt and why 
Australians should be worried. 

By Gavin Scolaro 

The United States of America has a serious debt 
problem but not with credit cards or housing like most 
normal countries their problem is with student debt. 
Last year their student debt hit a record 1 .2 trillion 
dollars US, higher than any other form of personal 
debt. This debt is having serious repercussions for the 
US economy with many students being forced to pay 
down this debt before they can do anything that would 
actually help the economy like buying a house, a car, 
consumer products or investing in the economy. The 
system of education that the US has is one of 
deregulated universities that force the students to take 
out personal loans to attend. 

What is even more concerning is that this is the system 
of funding that the Liberal government wants to 
implement here in Australia. One of massive personal 
debt that makes you think twice about whether it is 
worth going to university. The only saving grace they 
have is that we have HECS so the debt is more 
manageable but how long before the Liberals want to 
take that too as it is borrowing money from the 
government instead of a private institution. Just 
recently the student movement had to fight the 
government to make sure that they didn't include an 
interest rate in the education reform bill that would be 
applied to HECS. 

Professor Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate and 
renowned economist was in Australia last year and 
repeatedly said that the changes being made to 
education and moving to a US style model was a 
terrible idea "While we in the US are trying to re- 
regulate universities, you are talking about 
deregulating them. It really is a crime." 



M.E.A.N. or Murdoch Education Action Network is an 
on campus group comprised of Murdoch students. The 
group has two goals, to fight for student's rights and 
wellbeing, and to gain free education for everyone. 
The group is currently doing a full month of events over 
March leading up to the Nation Day of Action (NDA) 

on the 25^^, the NDA is a massive nationwide student 
protest that is being organised by the National Union of 
Students (NUS). The goal of the protest is to show the 
Liberal Government and the federal education minister 



Christopher Pyne just how much the students and 
public don't want the proposed deregulation of 
student fees and tertiary education funding cuts. 
The protest will be at Murray St Mall at 12:30 
however Murdoch students are meeting at the 
amenities area are outside the Guild at 11:30 to 
head up together, any students who would like to 
join us there would be more then welcome. 

Leading up to the protest M.E.A.N. will be doing 
stalls every market day (Thursday) that will 
include Banner painting (to be used at the 
protest), photo petitions to be sent to Christopher 
Pyne and taking contacts so we can send an email 
reminder about the protest as well as keep people 
informed about what is happening with student 
rights and education reform. So if you would like 
to come have a chat about education reform or 
even volunteer a little be of your time to help out 
on the stall feel free to drop by and say hi. 

M.E.A.N. with the help of the Guild will also be 
hosting a lecture called Deregulation 101 which 

will be at ECLl at 10:30 on the 23^^. The Lecture 
will be about what the proposed changes to 
education and how they will affect different 
students and universities depending on their 
circumstances as well as what we as students can 
do about it. We will also discuss what it is like at 
a protest, what to bring and what to expect so if 
you have never been to a protest before we will 
let you know what to expect. 

Right now M.E.A.N. is actively looking for 
people to get involved and help out in any way 
they can so if you feel that what is happening is 
unjust and you want to get out there and do 
something about it then come along to any of the 
events that have been mentioned or there will be 
an organisational meeting to discuss what we will 

do next at the TAV on the 27* that all are 
welcome to come along to more details on that to 
come. 
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The Murdoch Education Action 
Network 

By Gavin Scolaro 



ww.doll-tas-tlcburlesQue.coni.au 





Beginners to experienced levels offered , 
Suited to all ages over the age of 1 8 years 

ALL SHAPES & CURVES WELCOME 

PINMEUP 

VIVAMISSVEGAS 

ADULT BALLET 

SHOWNGLOW TASTE OF BURLESQUE 

DOLLESQUE AND SO MUCH MORE 



CHAIRTASTIC 

GOGO 
FEATHER FAN 



websi4e: ww.cloll-tas4icburlesQue.com.au Telephone: 952Q1930 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BURLESQUEROCKINGHAM 

Email: info@dolltasticburlesque.com.au 
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Murdoch 



Satudays 1 



Register through: E.Suttonemurdoch.edi 







Sports Report 

By Daniel Mclerie 



Murdoch's history at UNI games has been patchy to say the least 
with our best position sitting at 14th out of the total 46 universities 
that attend the competition. In 2014 we came 28th, with the 
university of Sydney taking the top spot, university of Melbourne 
with the second and the University of Monash holding the third. 
These three have almost without fail held the top three positions 
since 2007, with the one exception made by UWA in 2010 
claiming the first prize. 

2014 UNI game results 
athletics (M) 24th (F) 15th 
AFL (M) 7th 

Beach Volley Ball (mix) 6th (F) 3rd 

Handball (Mix) 18th 

Futsai (F) 10th 

Judo (M) 10th 

Kendo (M) 4th (F) 3rd 

Netball (mixed) 5th 

Softball (F) 9th 

Tenpin Bowling (open) 6th 

Ultimate (Mix) 12th 

Unfotunatley we didn't do to well in the state version of uni games 
either (TSWA games), with 74 points in the 2014 overall 
standings we came 4th, a short distance behind ECU and with only 
a small lead on Notre Dame 

2014 finall overall points standing 

1st UWA 135 points 

2nd Curtin university 116 points 

3rd ECU 83 points 

4th murdoch 74 points 

5th notra dame 5 1 points 

If you want to help us raise the bar and make sure we do better at 
the next TSWA games try outs have already started! If you have 
missed the try out head down to the gym and see if you can still 
apply as they may be short of players. 
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Murdoch 




' SPORTS 





6pm-8pm 

Register: E.Sutton@murdoch.edu.au or download a registration form: 

www.murdochsports.com.au 
V. f https://www.facebool(.com/groups/murdochuniversitysquash 






Below is a list of the try outs that have not yet begun, there are 
many not listed here and those have either already occurred or 
will be covered in our next release. 

April 

2nd cricket super 8's 
8th soccer 
9th golf 

These teams are set to play off for the best spot over the up 
coming months, with the best teams from each uni attempting to 
qualify for uni games. 

20th March - AFL 15s Men and AFL 9s Women 
Rugby 7's m+w (UWA SPORTS PARK MT 
CLAREMONT), beach volleyball M+W+mix (CITY 
BEACH) 

22nd March - Telethon Freeway Bike Hike for Asthma 
27th March - Badminton M+W Lawn Bowls Open 
28th March Color Me RAD, 
12th April - Asics Bridges Fun Run. 

For those of you interested in a slightly less monumental sports 
competition, Murdoch hosts a variety of social sports teams 
ranging from netball to tennis that play weekly games. 

monday night mixed netball (6- 10pm) 

monday night ultimate frisbee, drop in, 6pm-8pm 

tuesday squash, drop in 6pm- 8pm 

Wednesday beach volleyball, drop in, 5pm-6pm 

thursday open basketball 6pm - 10pm 

friday indoor soccer 6pm- 10pm 

Saturday tennis, drop in 10am- 12pm 

These teams are set to play off for the best spot over the up 
coming months, with the best teams from each uni attempting to 
qualify for uni games. 

20th March - AFL 15s Men and AFL 9s Women 
Rugby 7's m+w (UWA SPORTS PARK MT 
CLAREMONT), beach volleyball M+W+mix (CITY 
BEACH) 

22nd March - Telethon Freeway Bike Hike for Asthma 
27th March - Badminton M+W Lawn Bowls Open 
28th March Color Me RAD, 
12th April - Asics Bridges Fun Run. 

For those of you interested in a slightly less monumental sports 
competition, Murdoch hosts a variety of social sports teams 
ranging from netball to tennis that play weekly games. 

monday night mixed netball (6- 10pm) 

monday night ultimate frisbee, drop in, 6pm-8pm 

tuesday squash, drop in 6pm- 8pm 

Wednesday beach volleyball, drop in, 5pm-6pm 

thursday open basketball 6pm - 10pm 

friday indoor soccer 6pm- 10pm 

Saturday tennis, drop in 10am- 12pm 



What The Science? 

The McCoUough 
Effect 

By Sarah Naude 



What is it? 

The McCoUough effect is an after effect resulting from a human visual perception phenomenon in 
which colourless grids appear to be coloured. To modern day youth however, the effect has been 
nicknamed 
"Free Acid". 

What to do: 

Stare at the centre of the green grid for a few seconds then stare at the centre of the red grid for a few 
seconds. Keep switching between the coloured grids for a minimum of 3 minutes. 
Now look at the black and white grids, what do you see? COLOUR! 

Why is this happening? 

While there are many theories, scientists just do not know exactly why. Neurophysiological 
explanations do however point to an adaption of cells in the relay centre of the thalamus (the lateral 
geniculate nucleus). These cells are designed to correct for distortion caused by the failure of the 
lenses of your eye to focus on all the colours at the same convergence point, known as chromatic 
aberration. 

Many of the other mainly accepted theories do not consider the anti-McCollough effect and hence 
have not been fully accepted yet. 

My Experience: 

I came across this effect on YouTube and immediately researched it, even though the video said to 
NOT try this at home. After 6 minutes of inducing the effect I experienced the after effect for about 2 
days, but be warned some people have reported that the effects lasted up to 3 months after looking at 
the images for 15 minutes! 

Interested? There is clearly room for future investigations as to the cause of the McCoUough effect, so 
I urge all future scientists out there to hop to it and get a final answer for all us curious minded people. 




murdochguildtavern 



$8 

PINTS 

CARLTON DRAUGHT 
MON - FRI: 11AM TO 7PM 





16 

JUGS 

CARLTON DRAUGHT 



MON - FRI: 11AM TO 7PM 
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MONDAY 



lATSO'S MONDAY 



$6 Matso's beers all day 




TUESDAY 



FAV QUIZ 



$7 Kraken Black Spiced Rum 

Quiz starts at 5pm, 
Free to play. Teams of up to six. 

WEDNESDAY HUMP DAY 

STUDENT SPECIALS FROM 4PM TO 9PM H 

$3.80 middys Carlton & Strongbow 
Spin the tav wheel to win every 30mins 



PEN MIC NIGHT 



THURSDAY 



Open to all acoustic performers 

4:30pm till 7:30pm 

FRIDAY i CRAFTERNOONS 

^9 Pints Matilda Bay 4pm -7pm 



